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BACKGROUND

In 2015, the international community recognized universal social protection as
a cornerstone of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as reflected in
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 1.3. The COVID-19 pandemic showed
once more, and in a drastic fashion, that social protection is a social, economic and
political necessity for inclusive, sustainable and equitable development and a human-
centered recovery.

To support this commitment to universal social protection, the Global Partnership for

Universal Social Protection to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (USP2030)

was launched in 2016. Co-chaired by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and

the World Bank, USP2030 is a multi-stakeholder partnership, founded by and bringing

together representatives of governments at different levels of development, social partners,

international organizations and civil society organizations that are committed to achieving

universal social protection through five agreed actions, centered around the principles of:

1. protection throughout the life cycle;

2. universal coverage, including by ensuring that social protection systems are rights-
based, gender-responsive and inclusive;

3. national ownership;

4. sustainable and equitable financing;

5. participation and social dialogue.

The composition of USP2030, specifically the participation of countries at different
levels of development, makes the partnership a unique international forum in the
field of social protection, with its key strategic priorities being advocacy, technical
exchanges and knowledge development and sharing.

USP2030 can thereby contribute both to bringing country perspectives and expertise
to bear in shaping the global social protection agenda and maintain a strong voice
for country ownership, responsibility and participation, as well as to connect global
policy dialogues to the national level where actions ultimately take place.

To these ends, USP2030 is keen to strengthen its engagement at the subregional
level and to extend its membership, thereby increasing the benefits that it can bring to
countries and at the same time enhancing is legitimacy and political stature to advocate
for universal social protection and bringing in country perspectives at the global level.

This conference sets the scene by highlighting the criticality of universal social protection
as an end in itself — recognized as a human right — as well as a means to unleash the
social and economic prosperity of nations, as also implicit in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. We will then explore the link between the global agenda
and national efforts, discussing questions such as: What are common challenges to
extending universal social protection in countries in Eastern Africa? To what extent can
countries, within and beyond the region, learn from each other? And what is the role of
an international partnership such as USP2030 in this respect?
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OBJECTIVES

In line with USP2030’s mission to accelerate progress towards achieving SDG 1.3,

the conference aims to advocate for extending universal social protection in Eastern

African countries and connect stakeholders across the region to jointly discuss

challenges and lessons learnt. The specific objectives include:

e To highlight the critical role of universal social protection, a human right and
sSocioeconomic necessity;

e Todiscussthe challenges that Eastern African countries face in extending universal
social protection, taking into account perspectives of different stakeholders;

¢ Toidentify good practices in countries and the extent to which countries can learn
from each other;

e Todiscuss the role of USP2030 in accelerating progress towards achieving SDG
1.3 in the region.

FORMAT AND PROGRAMME

The meeting, organized by ITC on behalf of USP2030 and ILO, will be held exclusively
online and conducted in English.

The programme and registration links will be made available through the dedicated
website.

The date of the event is as follows:
14 JUNE 2022 FROM 14:00 TO 16.00 (EAT)

Keynote address: Towards universal social protection (USP): A human right and
socioeconomic necessity

Discussion Panel and Interview: Common challenges to extending universal social
protection and shared experiences

The event is open to the public upon registration.

PARTICIPANTS

The conference aims for a wide audience that will include decision-makers at the
political and technical level, representatives from government organizations, including
all relevant line ministries and ministries of finance, representatives of social security
institutions, social partners, development partners, and civil society organizations.
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INFO

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT

International Training Centre of the ILO
Programme on Social Protection,
Governance and Tripartism (SPGT)
Viale Maestri del Lavoro, 10

10127 Turin - Italy

spgt@itcilo.org
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