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Overview of South Africa
• UMIC – GDP R8 000/capita
• 58 million people
• Poverty: 

– 20.6% - 32.1%@FPL
– 32.6 – 45.2%%@LBPL
– 48.2% - 59.3% @ UBPL

• Unemployment: 
– 34.4% narrow definition (7.8 million)
– 44.4% expanded definition

• Inequality: Gini 0.65
• Social wage 

– health, education, social assistance, housing and basic services 
• ~ 60% of budget.
• ~ 13.5% if GDP

• Social assistance
– ~16% of budget
– ~3.5% of GDP









• R185 billion per year
• COVID Social Relief of Distress – R350; 9.5 million individuals



Bhorat and Van der 
Westhuizen, 2011



It is quite possible to grow, develop and become and “efficient” 
while engaging in significant fiscal redistribution.
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Addressing the 18-60 age group gap





Key ingredients to the SAn SP 
story

• Constitution / NDP
• Fiscal instruments
• Data
• Political Will
• Active Civil Society



Thank You!


